










Grilled vegetables and meat at Alor Street Food Night Market in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

ACTIVITY 11 | Comma practice in a paragraph
Insert six commas in the paragraph where necessary. Be prepared to explain your choices.  
Some sentences are correct with no commas.

WORDS TO KNOW Paragraph 3.5

economy: (n) the production of a place therefore: (connector) as a result

PARAGRAPH 3.5

Malaysia and Thailand

Because Malaysia and Thailand are next to each other we might think that these two 

countries share many similarities. In some ways, this is true. For example both countries 

are warm all year long. Both have many miles of beautiful beaches that attract tourists. In 

addition the economy of both countries is growing. However there are also several clear 

differences. For one, Malaysians and Thais speak completely different languages. The 

population of Malaysia is about 31 million while the population of Thailand is about 69 

million. Thailand has a king, but Malaysia does not. Finally, Malaysia was part of Britain 

at one time but Thailand was never British. Therefore the fact that two countries are near 

each other does not always mean that they are similar.

Mechanics: Commas
Commas are very important in writing because they help the reader understand the writer’s 
message more easily. 

EXPLANATION EXAMPLES

�Lists:  
A comma shows that a list has three or more things. 
We do not use a comma with two things. We use and 
instead of a comma.

I speak English, Spanish, and Japanese.
I speak English and Spanish.

�Compound sentences:  
A comma separates two independent clauses when 
there is a coordinating conjunction, such as and, but, 
so, or.

I speak three languages, but Adam speaks five.

�Introductory words or phrases:  
A comma separates the subject from:
  • � prepositional phrases (In the winter of 1995, . . .)
  •  sequence words (first, next, finally) 
  • � transition words or phrases (However, Therefore, 

In addition)

Last summer, the beach lost a lot of sand.
First, you will need to get a pencil.
Therefore, we will not complete the project.

�Adverb clauses:  
When the adverb clause is at the beginning of a 
sentence, use a comma after it. 
Do not use a comma if the adverb clause is at the 
end of a sentence.

Because I speak three languages, I can 
communicate with many people.
I can communicate with many people because I 
speak three languages.

Note: For more information on commas, see Capitalization and Punctuation” in the Writers Handbook.

ACTIVITY 10 | Comma practice in sentences
Insert commas where necessary. Write the number of the comma rule/(s) (1, 2, 3, 4) on the line. 
Sometimes more than one rule is possible.

	1.	  �Brazil is surrounded by Spanish-speaking countries, but most people in Brazil 
speak Portuguese.

	2.	  The flags of Chile France and Norway have blue white and red sections.

	3.	  Fortunately no one was hurt in the accident that happened yesterday.

	4.	  Italian French Spanish and Portuguese came from Latin.

	5.	  My friend has an e-reader and she convinced me to buy one.

	6.	  In the summer of 1940 German soldiers entered France.

	7.	  �Because English came from German there are many similar words in the two 
languages.

	8.	  If you want to make cookies you need flour sugar oil and vanilla.

2

Food vendor 
selling home-
cooked local 
dishes at a 
street market 
stall, Sabah, 
Malaysia
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BUILDING BETTER VOCABULARY

WORDS TO KNOW

addictive (adj)
advantage (n)
climb (v) 
confuse (v)
connection (n) 
contribution (n)  AW 
control (v) 

culture (n)  AW 
depend (on) (v) 
economy (n)  AW 
educational (adj)
effective (adj) 
imagine (v) 
immigrant (n)  AW 

improve (v) 
in good shape (idiom)
in sum (connector)  AW 

investigator (n)  AW 
recognize (v)
reduce (v)
therefore (connector) 

ACTIVITY 12 | Word associations 
Circle the word or phrase that is more closely related to the bold word on the left.

	 1.	 climb	 go down	 go up

	 2.	 confuse	 get it right	 make a mistake

	 3.	 depend	 need	 try

	 4.	 economy	 food	 money

	 5.	 effective	 useful	 useless

	 6.	 imagine	 speak	 think

	 7.	 improve	 better	 worse

	 8.	 in sum	 long	 short

	 9.	 recognize	 know	 not know

	10.	therefore	 but	 so

ACTIVITY 13 | Collocations
Fill in the blank with the word that most naturally completes the phrase.

climb contribution effective reduce sum

	1.	   waste

	2.	 a  to science

	3.	  a tree

	4.	 a very  leader

	5.	 in 

advantage connection culture depend imagine

	6.	  to have an  

	7.	 a  between two things

	8.	  on your parents for a place to live

	9.	  being in a car with no driver

	10.	normal in my 

ACTIVITY 14 | Word forms
Complete each sentence with the correct word form. Use the correct forms of the words.

NOUN VERB ADJECTIVE ADVERB SENTENCES

connection connect connected 1. � A conjunction such as and 

 two clauses.

2. � After you have  the 

wire to the TV, it should work.

3. � Argentina and Mexico share a historical 

.

culture cultural culturally 4. � Argentina and Mexico may share a language, 

but they differ 

5. � Many different  exist 

around the globe.

dependence depend dependent 6. � Success in school  

on many people. 

effect effective effectively 7. � One  of the new law 

is that teachers’ salaries will not increase.

8. � What are  strategies 

for learning new vocabulary?

imagination imagine imaginary 9. � In winter, I  I am in a 

warmer place.

10. � Experienced teachers encourage students 

to use their .
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ACTIVITY 17 | Writing sentences
Write an original sentence using the words listed. You may change the form of the nouns 
(singular/plural) and verbs (tenses).

	1.	 (politician / years) 

	2.	 (a new car / because) 

	3.	 (if / cancel) 

	4.	 (famous / France) 

	5.	 (average / price) 

	6.	 (one / most difficult) 

ACTIVITY 18 | Combining sentences
Combine the ideas into one sentence. You may change the word forms, but do not change or 
omit any ideas. There may be more than one answer.

	1.	 A condition requires attention. 
The condition is a medical condition. 
The condition is serious. 
The attention is immediate. 

	2.	 Canada is a country.
	 	 Canada is large. 

The population of Canada is very small.

ACTIVITY 15 | Vocabulary in writing 
Choose five words from Words to Know. Write a complete sentence with each word. Use 
because, if, before, after, when, while, or although in two of your sentences. Remember to use 
commas correctly.

	1.	

	2.	

	3.	

	4.	

	5.	

BUILDING BETTER SENTENCES

ACTIVITY 16 | Editing
Each sentence has (x) number of errors. Find and correct them.

	1.	 Although some politicians in this country believes that the new law will make a difference 

in electricity costs most people think there will be no change. (2)

	2.	 In the sum, gasoline prices will continue to rise each year, because companies want make 

more money on gasoline sales. (3)

	3.	 Although some teachers retire when they are 55 year old the normal retirement age for a 

teacher in U.K. is 60. (3)

	4.	 Brazil ranks fifth in population and it is the fifth most big country in the world. (2)

	5.	 According to the article people thought their dinner tasted better, when they did not use 

social media. (2)

	6.	 When a airplane take off the pilot and other crew are very busy. (3)

One of the local politicians has been in office for 18 years.
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ACTIVITY 21 | Peer editing
Work with a partner. Read your partner’s paragraph from Activity 20. Use Peer Editing Form 3  
in the Writer's Handbook. Offer positive suggestions to help your partner write a better 
paragraph. Consider your partner’s comments as you revise your paragraph.

Additional Topics for Writing
Here are more ideas for writinga paragraph. When you write your paragraph, follow the 
guidelines for Activity 20.

TOPIC 1:	 Look at the photo at the beginning of the unit. Write about a childhood memory 
of playing outside. Who were you with? How did you feel?

TOPIC 2:	 Write about your daily routine. What do you do, and when? How many things do 
you do in a day? What is the best part of your day or week?

TOPIC 3:	 Write about a famous person you would like to meet. What has this person done 
that is interesting to you? What would you talk about? What would you hope to 
learn from the experience?

TOPIC 4:	 Write about two vacation destinations. Which is better? Compare the sights. What 
is similar, and what is different? What are some activities you can do while in each 
of these places?

TOPIC 5:	 Write about your favorite relative. Who is this person? What qualities make this 
person special? How does this person make others feel?

	3.	 The assignment is to write a paper. 
The assignment is the last one. 
The assignment is for our history class. 
The class is British History. 
The paper should explain how the War of 1812 started.

WRITING

ACTIVITY 19 | Brainstorming ideas for a paragraph
 Choose one of these topics. Brainstorm ideas about it and write your ideas in a list or on a diagram. 
When you have finished, circle the ideas that you think are best to include in a paragraph.

•	 animal communication	
•	 international flights

•	 learning a language
•	 smartphones

ACTIVITY 20 | Writing a paragraph
Use your brainstorming notes from Activity 19 to write a paragraph. Follow these guidelines.

	 1.	 Begin your paragraph with a topic sentence that has a clear controlling idea.

	 2.	 Use at least two of the vocabulary words or phrases presented in Words to Know.

	 3.	 Make sure that your paragraph has the four features as outlined in Unit 1.

TIP 
Be sure that your topic sentence has a logical controlling idea. Remember that your topic 
sentence guides your paragraph. If the topic sentence is not clear, the reader will have difficulty 
following your supporting ideas. 

TEST PREP

You should spend about 25 minutes on this task. Write about the following topic:

In your opinion, why do so many people want to learn English? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge or 
experience. Remember to include a topic sentence with a controlling idea. Write at least 
150 words.

Elephants touching, to greet each other,  
Addo Elephant National Park, South Africa

60  UNIT 3 • Topic Sentences     61


