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“Now is the time that we need to 

rethink what we mean by the word 

“literacy.”
Michael Wesch

US Professor of the Year (2008)

National Geographic Emerging Explorer



“Traditional definitions of literacy [are] 

insufficient if we seek to provide students 

with the futures they deserve.”

Prof. Donald J. Leu
Director, New Literacies Research Lab

University of Connecticut
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In the 21st century, it is very 
important for learners to 
develop __________ literacy. 
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Why use images in the classroom?

1. To elicit / introduce vocabulary

2. To generate interest, inspire curiosity

3. To help explain concepts or tell a story

4. To give visual support for presentations

5. To promote critical thinking, e.g. visual 
analysis and evaluation skills



Evaluating images: 3 criteria

Light

Composition

Moment

























?
Q. What’s the greatest invention of all time?
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“Image, rather than writing, [is now] 
the centre of communication…”

“In this 'new media age' the screen
has replaced the book as the dominant 
medium of communication.” 

Gunther R. Kress, Literacy in the New Media Age



“Image, rather than writing, [is now] 
the centre of communication…”

“In this 'new media age' the screen 
has replaced the book as the dominant 
medium of communication.” 

Gunther R. Kress, Literacy in the New Media Age



A  P A R T  O F  C E N G A G E

Bringing the world to the classroom and the classroom to life

2. MEDIA 
LITERACY

CULTURAL   
LITERACY

VISUAL 
LITERACY

Literacies for the 21st Century



“Most students simply have 

very little in the way of 

critical evaluation skills.”

“Students may tell you they don’t 
believe everything they read on 

the Internet - but they do.”

Prof. Donald J. Leu
Director, New Literacies Research Lab

University of Connecticut











1. Leaping Shark Image Wins National 
Geographic Photograph of the Year

2. Researchers Find Creature 
That Can Age Backwards

3. Giant Squid Washes Up on California Beach 



Leaping Shark Image Wins National 
Geographic Photograph of the Year
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Pathways Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking Foundations, National Geographic Learning 2018



Researchers Find Creature That 
Can Age Backwards

2



Pathways Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking 4, National Geographic Learning 2018



Giant Squid Washes Up on 
California Beach 

3



A giant squid measuring a whopping 160 feet
Question your 
assumptions

Analyze
details

Source: www.lightlybraisedturnip.com

Evaluate
the source



Media Literacy: 
3 Steps to evaluating what’s real online

1. Question your assumptions

2. Analyze the evidence

3. Evaluate its credibility
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I wanted to share recipes that were bridges to 
other cultures. 
A lot of celebrity TV chefs tend to choose the 
most shocking recipes. But I think you need a 
bridge first. Then people won’t put up a wall in 
their mind about that culture.

With food, if you have the right ingredients, you 
can create the flavor of another place. 

It’s like armchair travel, but it’s faster and easier. 

I call it “stovetop travel.” - Sasha Martin



worlddishes80.wordpress.com



+ =



“What separates 
people is an 
imaginary wall.... 
What needs to be done 
is put cracks in that 
wall.
[We need] to create a 
sustainable way of 
connecting with each 
other and creating 
friendships.”

Aziz Abu Sarah
Cultural Educator
TESOL Plenary Speaker (2016)
Nat Geo Emerging Explorer





Life as Lived



2 billion74%“cultural agility”



Cultural Literacy: 
3 reasons why it’s important

1. Comprehension

2. Communication

3. Collaboration



Global Competence is “intended to find out how well young 
people can understand other people's views and cultures, 
how they can look beyond the partisan echo chamber of social 
media and distinguish reliable evidence from fake news.

PISA Test - 2018
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THANK YOU!

sean.bermingham@cengage.com



To learn more…

http://ngl.cengage.com/pathwaysseries/
For more information on the Pathways series

http://ngl.cengage.com/infocus/
NGL Blog - includes an interview with author John Hughes on 
visual literacy, and articles on 21st century learning

https://newliteracies.uconn.edu/
Website of the New Literacies Research Lab, University of 
Connecticut

http://ngl.cengage.com/pathwaysseries/
http://ngl.cengage.com/infocus/
https://newliteracies.uconn.edu/
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