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Real, compelling images, content 
and video from

TED

National Geographic Learning and TED are now 
partners in English Language Teaching.  





Having problems with audio or video?

-check your computer speakers,
-check volume settings OR
-log off and log on again



In the week after the webinar, you will receive a thank-you email. 
The thank-you email will contain: 

1. a link to a recording of the webinar
2. a link to webinar slides
3. a certificate of attendance



Use the chat box for comments and questions

Harold will also answer questions in the Q&A at the end



Polls



A  P A R T  O F  C E N G A G E

Bringing the world to the classroom and the classroom to life

NG L. CENGAGE.COM/ELT

Harold’s teaching journey in China began over 

a decade ago after quitting his day job as a 

scientist in the United States of America. 

During his time in China, he has gained 

experience with English learners of every grade 

and skill level. In 2010, he started his own 

private language school, and ran it until 

recently. Harold continues to enjoy sharing 

ideas with fellow teachers through trainings 

while still teaching students on occasion. He 

lives with his wife and daughter in Foshan, 

Guangdong Province.
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Who we are.

Teachers? Bosses?



Private Language School



Our Clients

Attending 
Clients

Paying 
Clients



Balancing their Needs is Key

LEARN

Interesting 

Fun 

INTERESTING

FUN 

Learn 



One of the ways we do that is 
through the use of Projects



Projects are great because…



Poll



Encourage young learner independence

Appeal to different learning styles

Encourage creativity and communication

Provide for ways for students to apply what they learned

Help link school with home and community

Make learning more enjoyable

Teaching Young Learners English: From Theory to Practice
Shin and Crandall (2014)
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Have a real or authentic audience
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Result in new information for learners
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Involve an exchange of information among learners



P
ro

je
ct

s
Require a specific product to be developed and shared in English
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Involve multiple ways of obtaining and sharing results



The Value of Projects: My Reasons



1. Increase Handicraft Skills









2. Effective Cultural Education















The Challenge



What are they doing?



They are working!



The Challenge

To the untrained eye, projects can be 
seen as a time filler



Needs pic

This is what parents expect to see



What happens when parents see this?



The Solution

Three Useful Ways

with Examples!



1. Let Parents See the Projects



Display Students’ work in your school

It conveys a sense of belonging





Common Areas



In Classrooms





Share Students’ work on Social Media

And class chat groups



It will likely get reposted 



2. Keep Parents Informed



Home-School Connection Letter



At Time of Enrollment



Your 
Values

Empowering 
Young Learners

Communication
Collaboration
Creativity
Critical Thinking

Global Values

Bringing the Real World 
to the Classroom



At time of Enrollment

Our school is fun and 
takes learning seriously.

We do PROJECTS!



3. Get Parents Involved

During the Project



Parents participating in or viewing the 
outcome of the Project



Parents participating in or viewing the 
outcome of the Project





Get Parents Involved

After the Project



Parents receive the outcome of the 
Project at home.



Both Clients feel Valued



Two Father’s Day 
Projects

A Cautionary Tale



1. The ‘Hug’ Card



Father’s Day Cards Fail&Win



Father’s Day Cards Fail&Win



1. The ‘Shirt’ Card







Which Father’s Day card do you 
prefer? 

A. The Hug B. The Shirt



My Social Media Post



From Parents-Mostly praise…



Surprising Comments from Friends



Sometimes things will go wrong…

Don’t give up



How do we as educators gain the 
confidence to know we are doing 
enough for our students during 

projects? 
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Lesson Planner







































How can we make parents fans of 
project-based learning?

1. Show the projects.
-in your school, on social media and chat groups

2. Inform Parents
-home-school communication, at sign up

3. Involve Parents
-directly in the project- or afterward



Q & A
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TH E  CLASSR OOM TO L IF E

Thank you for attending!


