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Today’s Talk

More classes are being taught online, including writing.  As a result, 
teachers are looking for practical ways to teach writing in today’s ever-
growing e-learning environment.  Some teachers have been teaching 
asynchronous courses that students complete according to a set 
schedule (using a learning management system such as Canvas or 
Moodle) for a little while, but now some of us are suddenly teaching 
synchronous classes that meet online at a set class time (using 
platforms such as Zoom).  In these online classes, how can we best 
teach writing?  In this webinar, we will confront some of the challenges 
in teaching writing online and look at some practical ways for teachers 
to help students improve their writing skills.  

Today’s Talk



• 40+ years teaching English 
(and French and Spanish)
• Studied 6 foreign languages
• Research area:  

VOCABULARY
• Author of 75 ESL books
• Online teaching

My background



• my university is very big on online learning (since 2005 or so)
• I have taught many asynchronous and “mixed mode” courses
• I have had some training from my university
• I have very good tech support from my university
• mostly on-the-job training (“now what do I do”???)
• IMPORTANT:  I have never been a student in an online course
• I RECOMMEND YOU DO AN ONLINE COURSE at Lancaster University: 

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/free-courses/corpus-linguistics-
method-analysis-interpretation/

What do I know about teaching online?
(How can I teach well online 

if I’ve never been a student in an online course?)

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/free-courses/corpus-linguistics-method-analysis-interpretation/
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ONLINE

• Students expect the instructor to 
have 24/7 “presence”

• Every student who submits 
something expects teacher 
acknowledgement
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What do *I* want to do in my writing class?

• talk to my students LIVE
• present a type of writing (before we open the book)
• open the book
• do exercises / activities in the book
• assign homework
• check some homework together AND some independently
• assign writing
• check writing and give feedback
• do individual conferencing with students (all? some?)



*MY* questions as I teach online*MY* questions as I teach online

1. How will I communicate with my students?
2. Can I still “teach” a class?  (Can I explain things to the students?)
3. Are the students there?  (Attendance?)
4. Can we do pair work / group work?  (Can we do Peer Editing?)
5. How do I check if students have done the work?
6. When students submit writing, how will I mark it and return it?
7. Can my students navigate this online course?



ASYNCHRONOUS
• Not live
• Students work independently
• Often in Modules
• Canvas?
• Moodle?
• Blackboard?
• MyELT 

SYNCHRONOUS
• Live
• Students work both with the 

teacher and independently
• Zoom?
• Google classroom?
• K-12 district platforms?

Format of your class?



OBJECTIVE ANSWERS

• multiple choice
• matching
• fill in the blank with one specific 

answer
• circle/underline the best answer 

choice
• scrambled sentences
• numbering (sequencing)

SUBJECTIVE ANSWERS

• brainstorm 3 ideas
• describe a photo (in writing)
• write a topic sentence for an 

existing paragraph
• make an outline before writing
• write an original paragraph
• write an original essay
• explain in your own words …

Plan Exercises CAREFULLY to minimize grading



Asynchronous:  Canvas (my original example)



• Do they have the technology?
• Their internet connection?
• What device are they going to work on?
• Phones are a problem for a writing class.

Tip #1:  Technology



Tip #2:  Students

• Yes, we have been told they are digital natives, but …
• Can they navigate the Course Management System?  Canvas?  
• Can they navigate the “live” system?  Zoom?
• Have you or your school prepared a “Meet Your New Classroom” 

module for the students that they MUST complete?

Tip #2:  Students



Tip #3:  Your overall class plan

• LESS is ok FOR NOW.  
• What are the things you would like to do in class? (long list)
• What are the things you have to do in class? (shorter list)
• What are the things you have to do in class that can be done online?  

(maybe similar length, a little shorter)
• What are the things you have to do in class that can be done online 

and that you feel comfortable doing based on your technology 
knowledge and that your students can do without problems?

Tip #3:  Your overall class plan



Tip #4:  Class Content

• Remember that in online classes, students expect feedback on 
everything, so plan accordingly
• Choose objective exercises as much as possible.
• You can pre-write automatic feedback for incorrect answers in a 

multiple choice quiz. (Canvas + many course management systems)
• Sometimes the assignment after reading a paragraph can be as simple 

as    “Now write:  
• I have read the paragraph about penguins on page 87.

Tip #4:  Class content



Tip #5:  Student Writing

• Find a good way to collect student work
• Choose a good way to mark the papers
• Remember that many course management systems have PEER 

EDITING as a built-in feature that you just have to select

• “GOOD WAY” here means it works for YOU and for YOUR STUDENTS

Tip #5: Student Writing



keith.folse@gmail.com

• YOUR QUESTIONS?

• Next webinar in early May
• “Teaching Online with Great Writing”

keith.folse@gmail.com



https://eltngl.com/assets/html/digitalresources/




