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Choosing age-appropriate 
material for teenagers and 

young adults

I’M NOT A KID ANYMORE!



Presentation outline
Mythbusters!

• Today’s typical teenager

What’s going to keep our students interested and motivated?

• Presentation of topics
• Engaging video content
• National Geographic content

Preparing them for the real word

• Autonomous Learning
• Critical Thinking
• Exam Success

How can we get the best out of our 
leaners?
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21st Century Teenagers

Source – TED.com, 21st Century Reading, Huffington Post 



How can we keep them motivated?

Inspire them

Source – Close-up 2nd Edition
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How can we keep them motivated?

Presentation of topics

Source – Close-up 2nd Edition



How can we keep them motivated?

Engaging video content



How can we keep them motivated?

Involve them

Geography is about curiosity, exploration, and discovery. It gives you the 

power to see places in new ways, search for your own answers, challenge 

things as they are, and make sense of the world.

—Daniel Raven-Ellison

Source – VImeo
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Material that promotes real-world success



Autonomous Learning

• Independent learners are more effective 
learners

• A key skill required for success in higher 
education and professional life

• Gives students the motivation and 
determination to succeed 



An independent leaner of English:

- Is truly aware of his learning needs and goals 

- Can reflect on how he learns

- Has a positive attitude towards language learning

- Makes the most of learning opportunities

Independent

learners

Motivated 
learners

Confident 
learners

Life-long
learners

Jeffries, 2010

Autonomous Learning
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‘…Don’t simply measure 

whether students can fill 

in a bubble on a test, but 

whether they possess 

21st century skills like 

problem solving and 

critical thinking.’

Critical Thinking



Critical Thinking
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Critical Thinking



Exam Familiarisation

Source  - Close-up 2nd Edition



Exam Practice



Conclusion

• Present topics in a way that speaks to 21st

Century teenagers.

• Use engaging, real-life video content

• 21st Century Skills: Autonomous Learning 
and Critical Thinking

• Exam Success!



Don’t clip their wings


