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Engaging ears, eyes,
brains, minds
Authentic listening at every level

Lewis Lansford
National Geographic Learning author



Lewis got his first taste of teaching
English in Barcelona in the late 1980s.
The experience inspired him to get a
Master's in TESOL, after which he taught
at a university language center in
Arizona and then a manufacturing
company in Japan. In 1995, he took an
editorial job with a major publisher in
Hong Kong developing materials for
Asia, and in 1997 became a freelance
editor, project manager and writer in

the UK. He has worked on books,
videos, tests, audio materials,
worksheets, apps and online

materials for English learners of all ages
across the world. His most recent
projects are National Geographic
Learning’s Keynote and

Perspectives, featuring TED Talks.
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* Make use of all audio — not just voices

 Control difficulty with audio-task interplay
* Plan success-oriented activities
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Tom Thum: The orchestra in my mouth

Talents

é4 'd like to give you guys
a bit of a demonstration
about what | do. 77




Authentic listening skill: l@)

_istening for non-verbal information

_anguage:

« A2: concert, playing (n), song, stage

e ltsa ...

« Thereis/ are ...

* Modals of conjecture (B1) — It could be ... , It might be ...
« Continuous forms — They’re clapping, He’s playing ...

* A1: music, sing, group, people, person
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* Make use of all audio — not just voices

 Control difficulty with audio-task interplay
* Plan success-oriented activities
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» Use visually rich video to prepare for listening

* Encourage students to tolerate incomplete
comprehension

» Use video to promote learner engagement



Stella Young: I’'m not your inspiration, thank you very much
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Stella Young: I’'m not your inspiration, thank you very much
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Authentic listening sKill:
Using visual information to anticipate / support listening

Language:

 A1-A2: be born, grow up, normal, sisters

* B1: hang out, fight, achieve, disabled, wheelchair
 past simple

* Present perfect (She hasn’t achieved anything)

Function:
 Self introduction / telling your story
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» Use visually rich video to prepare for listening

* Encourage students to tolerate incomplete
comprehension

» Use video to promote learner engagement
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Learning Retrieval
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Attention & selection 00,
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How video engages the brain:
* Video is processed faster than written text

» Watching video is cognitively less demanding than
reading

* ‘Mirror neurons’ activate emotions when we watch video
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Control cognitive load:

« Use matching modality (ears and eyes together)
 Avoid video with a lot of interference

* Present input in manageable segments



Elora Hardy: Magical houses, made of bamboo




Authentic listening skill: @

Dealing with new vocabulary

Language:

* A1-A2: mushroom, living room, bridge, roof, window, wall
« B1: floor, valley, air conditioning, bug, luxury, basket

« B2: pod, bamboo, fairy, tropics, storey, curve

« Past simple and present perfect

Function:
 Describing houses / homes / places
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Control cognitive load:

« Use matching modality (ears and eyes together)
 Avoid video with a lot of interference

* Present input in manageable segments






* Engage, motivate with humour, the unexpected,
visuals

« Stimulate critical thinking by discussing message
« Use scripts to help learners with the language



Matt Mills and Tamara Roukaerts: Image recognition that triggers augmented
reality




Authentic listening skKill:
Dealing with fast speech

Language:

« B2: Digital technology — device, (plug in, router,
cable), image, content

* Elision: Lemme start withis (Let me start with this)
» Cleft sentences: What we have here is ...

Function:
* Describing a product



Matt Mills and Tamara Roukaerts: Image recognition that triggers augmented reality

(Laughter) MM: (Laughs) So, it's not magic.=




* Engage, motivate with humour, the unexpected,
visuals

« Stimulate critical thinking by discussing message

» Use scripts to help learners with the language /
listening









TALKS
ys 4 ]

PERSPECTIVES t | VES
ey me UL

TALKS

*:fafr

‘- ) - ) ) : Ins; p/rqu ommunication
<k ‘_ ‘}_:f
Ny
={qn PRP | |VES

~~~~~~

}}f' ~—-.-..-~‘ —-

»l,

{ A8 »
NN
R J
Foet, |
- el
o

O AN SRRV 4

f

e

i

M W .l'.
N ys
4 . . L

~ ,4‘ E 5 ,A .& &
477 NAT) *ﬂ X
#”gﬂceojg Hic Vo

) LEARMN |,; G
E 4 -~
'/!Imu i

7

———
E
-3
B
E
E
r
| 4
JONAL

GEO

>

I:[/M‘nONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

L E AsR _N™i=N_G

ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION

english language awards

SHORTLISTED




udent's Book

2\ 3/”’

" K\ gls)
@@ BRITISH
' @@ COUNCIL ( DVANCED

Excellence in -I-e
course innovation ] O
PROFICIENT

Student's Book
CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH . .
-Anguage ;\cscumcm

Paul Dummett
Helen Stephenson
Lewis Lansford




Thanks!
Stay in touch

@LewisLansford
www.lewislansford.com
Lewis Lansfordm

Free worksheet:
https://teflequityacademy.com/p/tedtalks-worksheet



https://teflequityacademy.com/p/tedtalks-worksheet
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For more information and a free worksheet, click:

https://teflequityacademy.com/p/tedtalks-worksheet



https://teflequityacademy.com/p/tedtalks-worksheet

NGL.Cengage.com/LearnEnglishwithTEDTalks/resources

Learn
English

TEDTalks

Learn

English

Find your voice
in English




Join National Geographic Learning!

webinars

ELTNGL.com/webinars

in focus

ELTNGL.com/infocus
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