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Graduated in Drama, Design and Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language, Lucy Crichton 
is a teacher, teacher trainer and storyteller 
who has given lectures and workshops 
around the world. She has been writing for 
the primary classroom since 2008 and has 
been involved in projects in South America, 
Europe and Asia. Lucy is the founder of The 
Secret Garden English School in Florianopolis, 
where she teaches children and teenagers 
using, music, art, drama, gardening and 
cooking. She has been living and teaching in 
Brazil since 1992.



The Plan
• Importance of 

storytelling 
• Types of story for 

online classes
• Story tool kit from 

home
• Our faces and our 

voices
• A short story
• Non fiction
• Real life anecdotes 
• The seven word story
• Recording a story
• Questions and answers



Storytelling has earned its place as 
the most important tradition humans possess. 
Every story contains a lesson to instruct the 
audience. To teach us to love, to reinforce 
information or cultural values, to share 
memories, to forgive others, to be fair, to 
embrace change and to evolve as human beings.



To keep a 
special 

connection

To keep a 
routine

To show 
we care

To smile 
and laugh 
together

To keep 
English 

alive  



Have you been using stories in 
your online classes?
What type of story?



What type of story can I use for my 
online class?

Short 
stories 

Stories with 
props

Non- fiction 
stories

Face to 
face stories



My storytelling 
tool kit

• Dressing up clothes
• Musical instruments, drums,     

coconuts, pot of rice
• Toys, dolls and puppets
• Nature objects, sticks, 

stones, wood, leaves
• Bottles, glasses, kitchen 

items
• Cloth of varying sizes and 

colours



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DC_OGyF8zvU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DC_OGyF8zvU


MUDDY PUDDLES! Dress up to tell the story



The teacher’s 
voice

• Breathe. ...
• Speak with enthusiasm. ...
• Project your voice. ...
• Vary the pace, pitch, and 

volume of your delivery. ...
• Articulate your words. ...
• Use the compelling power of 

the pause
• Use different voices for each 

character or narration.



Once upon a time there lived a witch.
Yes!  The scariest witch in the village!

I’m going to make a house of straw!
I’m going to make a house of sticks!
I’m going to make a house of bricks!



Story warm-up 
rhyme

Here’s a story 
Here’s a story

I will tell you how!
Lots of things for us to see
Let’s get ready……… now!



THE EMPTY POT

This is the emperor 
of China.  He’s old.

“I want to find a 
new emperor”.



“Plant a seed. If you 
can grow a beautiful 

flower, you’re the 
new emperor!”



Ping’s mum, dad and 
brother help him. 

“I’ve got soil.”
“I’ve got water.”
“I’ve got a pot.”



“I’m sad. I 
want a flower.”



The children have got flowers for the emperor, but the emperor 
isn’t happy. Ping is sad.

I’ve got a 
flower. 

It’s blue.

I’ve got a 
flower. 
It’s red. My pot 

is empty.



“The seeds are 
cooked! They can’t 
grow. You´re honest 
Ping. You’re the new 

emperor!”



Students can use objects from home to re-tell the 
story.  They can label each character!



Students can use their own toys to act out 
the story.



The Culture House What can you see?
What do you think?
What do you wonder?

Hi!.  I’m Ella.
This is the Culture House 
in Copenhagen. It’s a 
community centre where 
you can have lots of 
different lessons.



DENMARK COPENHAGEN



The building is really cool.  
Let me show you.

The first thing you see is 
the entrance. You can walk 
up the stairs or you can go 
rock-climbing.  It’s great 
fun!
Who is Ella?  
How old is she?
Why is she telling us about The Culture 
House?





With a simple knot puppet, we can jump the story off the page!



The earache cleaners The monster under 
the stairs



The seven word story
Choose any word with seven letters that your students know: ex. 
morning, welcome, dancing, penguin, history, England, pumpkin, 
etc. Ask students to include some objects and some ‘doing’ words….

S – sitting
U – under 
N – no 
D – day
A – alligator
Y – yummy
S - sunny



Seven Word Story
Sunny, sunny, sunny 
day.
Sitting, sitting, sitting, sitting.
Under……
Alligator, alligator, ALLIGATOR!!!
Yummy, YUMMY, YUMMY!
NO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Try out the app CLIPS to 
record your own stories:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-nI3jTogPUI

Or for android mobile 
phones, then the best apps 

are VINE or FxGURU.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nI3jTogPUI


To re-cap
• Choose simple short stories, as online sessions for young 

learners can’t be too long.
• Think about what you can use to enliven your story by using 

simple objects you have around the house.
• Think about the quality of you own voice and experiment using 

different voices for characters and narration.
• Ask your students open ended question to ignite their 

curiosity.
• Use the seven word story technique to make your students the 

storytellers!
• Try using an app to record your stories.





Thank you for coming to this webinar! 

Teachers really matter  to their students, whether near or 
far…teachers are irreplaceable…..





Join National 
Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus



https://eltngl.com/assets/html/digitalresources/
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