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Á Teacher Trainer for National Geographic Learning

Á from New Zealand, based in Taipei

Á working in education for 25+ years

Áapart from working in education, ϥɅve also worked in 
the fast food industry and as a bee -keeper!
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What are projects?

ÁMulti -skill activities

ÁActivities with an outcome

ÁThe outcome displays learning



ÁA tool for developing skills, including the Ɉ4 CsɈ

Á Formative assessment and summative assessment

Á Good variety for learners

Á Students often like to do projects

Why use projects?



Á If classes are not face -to -face, can we still do projects?

Á The learning value is still the same

Á The teacher needs to adapt to the new situation

Can we still do projects?



Á Multiple stages and group work

Á Substituting materials

Á Process vs. product ɀsame skills, different product

Á Adding more language use

Four areas of consideration



Multiple Stages
and

Group Work



Á Almost all projects can and should be broken up into stages

Younger students:

Older students:

Á Complete one stage before moving on

Multiple stages



Á What are the pros and cons of group work vs. solo work?

Group project Solo project

Group work



Example





1. Class 1 ɀform groups

2. Class 1 ɀgroups build a word web to plan the basic parts

3. Class 1 ɀgroups decide who will work on each part

4. Class 1 ɀfor homework, search for ideas to write about

5. Class 2 ɀeach person write their part (finish for homework)

6. Class 3 ɀedit for final copy and begin layout

7. Class 4 ɀcomplete final layout 

8. Class 5 ɀpresent to the rest of the class

Example: working over several classes



Camp Lokihan : https://lohikan.com/extreme.php

https://lohikan.com/extreme.php


Substituting
Materials



Á Materials can be a challenge for some schools, or for some 
at-home (blended or online) projects

Á Plan substitutes as part of the process

Materials



Example ɀVYL home project



Milk carton Scraps of colored paper

Glue Pencils and crayons

Substitute materials



Substitute materials

Dear parents,

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇŜƴŎƛƭ ƘƻƭŘŜǊΦ  

To help your child with this project, please prepare:

- 1 box, milk carton, plastic bottle, or paper/cardboard 
tube, etc. (cut the top off for your child)

- pieces of colorful paper, such as craft paper, photos from magazines, etc. (they 
will tear these for the project)

- glue or tape (to stick the paper to the pencil holder)
- pencils, crayons or anything you want to store in the pencil holder

If you have questions, please contact me at andrew.tiffany@email.com

mailto:andrew.tiffany@email.com


Process 
versus 

Product: 
same 
skills, 

different 
product



Á Which is more important: process or product?

Á Process = skills practiced completing the project

Á Product = the final object *

Á We can aim to have both

Process versus Product



Á Non-product projects are still valuable activities

Á We can still demonstrate an outcome and show learning

ÁThe Ɉproductɉ is the change in behavior, etc.

Á Examples?

* Not all projects have a product!



The Project Ɉϥn The Bookɉ

Á What skills?



Alternatives



Alternatives



Adding more 
language use



Á We are (primarily) teaching English

Á Students getting more practice = building better ability

Á How can we add more language use to a project?

Adding more language use





Target Language



Target Language



Review Language (2 units earlier)





Á What else can we add?

Adding more language use



Á Multiple stages and group work

Á Substituting materials

Á Process vs. product ɀsame skills, different product

Á Adding more language use

Review



Q & A
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BECOME A FAN!
Sign up to receive updates about upcoming National 
Geographic Learning Asia events, workshops, webinars, 
teaching resources and more, and see how we 

Bring the world to the Classroom, 
and the classroom to Life!
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