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Speaker: Male or female

Well, since you don’t know what kind of car you are looking for, let me tell you about all the different types of vehicles on the market. Then, you can decide which one will be best suited to you. First, let’s talk about four-door sedans. Sedans are a good choice for most automobile shoppers. The enclosed trunk offers security, while the rear doors allow easy entry for rear-seat passengers. Most luxury vehicles are four-door sedans because they’re more comfortable than most other body styles. A smaller car is a two-door coupe. Coupes are usually driven by single adults or childless couples. Many of them have a hatchback instead of a trunk, to allow large items to be carried for short distances. The rear seats are difficult to access, as the front doors must be used. A larger car is a station wagon. An active family will want to look at minivans, sport utility vehicles, or station wagons. In most of the world, station wagons remain the first choice for active families. Station wagons offer more stability, better gas mileage, lower insurance rates, and SUV-sized interiors. You won’t lose your all-wheel drive either, as Subaru, Volkswagen, Audi, Volvo, and Mercedes-Benz offer all-wheel drive on all of their wagons. Let’s talk about a fun car, a convertible. Most convertibles are sports cars, meaning two seats, high-performance engines and superior handling. However, GM, Ford, Mitsubishi, and Chrysler offer a few “normal” convertibles, that is, regular production coupes with four seats and convertible tops, such as the Chevrolet Cavalier, Pontiac Sunfire, Ford Mustang, Dodge Avenger, Chrysler Conquest, and Mitsubishi Eclipse Spyder. Luxury convertibles are available from BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Saab, and Volvo. Convertibles are great when the weather’s perfect, but their drawbacks are obvious. And even more fun—and more expensive—sports cars. Sports cars were originally European two-seat roadsters designed for both daily travel and week-end racing hobbyists. The term sports-sedan is a more recent term  to describe a four-door vehicle that handles like a sports coupe or roadster. Recently we’ve seen luxury cars advertised as luxury sports sedans. Sp orts cars are cool and fun to drive, though impractical for daily transportation. You’ll need a garage to store them in, and a second mortgage to pay for their insurance. But if you’ve got money to burn, go for it! Then there’s the minivan. If you’re constantly carting kids or cargo, a minivan may be your best choice. Most new models offer an additional fourth door on the driver’s side and offer comfortable seating for seven. Minivans drive and handle just like a car, with the bonus of better visibility due to a higher center of gravity and an upright driving position. Don’t look for minivans to handle your boat or trailer towing duties, as front-wheel drive vehicles have a very limited towing capacity. One of the most popular cars out there right now is the sport utility vehicle or SUV. Although they’re designed for off-road usage, 98% of them never leave the road, fortunately for our wildernesses. If a wagon isn’t for you, the car-like SUV rides and handles significantly better than the rest. Unfortunately they guzzle a lot of gas, so you may want to think twice before buying one. My personal favorite is the pickup truck. More new pickup trucks are sold in this country than any other type of vehicle. The smaller models now offer quad or crew-cab four-door versions, with seating for five adults. Full-size models offer extended cabs with smaller third and fourth doors giving access to the rear seats. Standard rear-wheel drive versions don’t handle well on snow or ice without a substantial amount of weight in the rear of the truck. When equipped with towing packages with eight- or ten-cylinder engines, these rear wheel drive vehicles can tow large boats and trailers. Full-size two-wheel and four-wheel drive pickups get about 15 miles per gallon. A little less common, but necessary if you’re transporting a lot of people is a van. If you transport large amounts of cargo or need room for more than seven adults, a full-size van is your only option. They’re available with and without windows and in payload capacities of over one ton. Extended vans can seat up to 15 adult passengers. Towing packages with eight- or ten-cylinder engines will allow these rearwheel-drive vehicles to tow large boats and trailers.
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Rachel: So, I finally decided that I want a two-door coupe. I think it will be the most economical for me because I am usually just driving myself to places. So first, I made a list of all the two-door coupes for sale. Wow, there were a lot! Then, I called all my friends and family who own coupes and asked them which cars they had. I asked them what they liked and didn’t like about their cars. Once I narrowed down my list, I went out to car dealerships two weekends in a row to test-drive cars. That really helped me decide which ones I liked. At that point there were really only two cars that I liked. So, I went home and did some Internet research to find out where I could get the best prices. I also looked in the newspaper and the Autotrader to see what used cars might be available. I realized that I was going to get a lot more for my money if I bought a used car, and it seemed that the Autotrader had some pretty good deals. So, I called up a few people to test drive their cars. I fell in love with one of them and brought my mechanic with me to take a look. He agreed that it was in great shape and a good price. Sold! I had my new car.
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Keona: I can’t believe the price of gasoline! I’ve been spending almost 60 dollars just to fill up my tank.
Chalene: Same here. I’ve been trying to figure out how I can use my car less, so I save some money on gas.
Keona: Any good ideas?
Chalene: Well, I’m going to start carpooling to school two days a week, which should help. And I’m trying to combine my errands, so I only go out once a week.
Keona: That sounds good. I think I’m going to look into public transportation. I have a long drive to work, so maybe I can figure out how to take the train into town. I’ll have to drive to the station and park, but at least I won’t be driving all the way to work.
Keona: That’s great idea!
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Here are five tips that should help improve your gas mileage. 
One. Get your engine tuned. An improperly tuned engine hurts gas mileage by an average of 4.1 percent, according to U.S. government studies. Most important to mileage is a properly working oxygen sensor, which helps keep your engine working efficiently.
Two. Keep your tires properly inflated. Underinflated tires increase resistance and make it more difficult for the engine to move your car along the road. Check your tires every time you fill the tank. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that people can improve their gas mileage by 3.3 percent by inflating their tires regularly.
Three. Check your air filter and replace it every 12,000 miles. Cars don’t just run on gasoline. They actually run on gas and oxygen. If a clogged air filter restricts the flow of air, your performance and your fuel economy suffer. The Energy Department estimates that you could save as much as 22 cents per gallon by
replacing a bad air filter.
Four. Use the right motor oil. Many people think it’s OK to simply put any motor oil into the engine. While your motor will continue to work with a different grade of oil, it won’t work quite as efficiently. You can save a couple cents per gallon by using the exact oil recommended for your car.
Five. Don’t carry junk in your trunk.
Get all those newspapers, cans, and other baggage out of your car and trunk. Reducing the weight of the car increases mileage over the course of a tank of gas.
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