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Aziz Abu Sarah is a National Geographic Explorer and a TED 
fellow. He is an entrepreneur, speaker, peace builder and 
author. He is the author of Crossing Boundaries, and coauthor 
of Strangers, Neighbors, Friends. In 2009, Aziz co-founded 
MEJDI Tours, an international tourism company built on the 
idea that a place can not be understood until you see it 
through multiple perspectives. In 2014, he gave a TED Talk 
about his vision for redefining tourism. Aziz has spoken at 
countless international organizations and universities, 
including The United Nations, Nexus, TED, BMW, European 
Parliament, and Harvard. He has published articles in The 
New York Times, Washington Post, National Geographic, TED, 
Haaretz, the Jerusalem Post and others.

He was also recognized by former UNSG Ban Ki Moon for his 
work in peace building. Aziz is the recipient of the Goldberg 
Prize for Peace in the Middle East from the Institute of 
International Education, and the Eliav-Sartawi Award for his 
Middle Eastern Journalism. He was named one of the 500 
most influential Muslims in the World by the Royal Strategic 
Centre in Jordan. He won the Intercultural Innovation Award 
from the UN Alliance of Civilizations and the BMW Group.









Tayseer Abu Sarah 





ISLAM



Men often hate each other because 
they fear each other; they fear each 
other because they don't know each 
other; they don't know each other 
because they can not communicate; 
they can not communicate because 
they are separated.” MLK



Which Side are you on? 



CIKARA ET AL., 2011/2014



AVENANTI ET AL., 2010



When I was a child, I learnt to count to five:  
one, two, three, four, five. 

But these days, I’ve been counting lives, so I 
count / one life / one life / one life / one life / 
Because each time is the first time that that 
life has been taken.

Padrig O’Tuma
Padraig





Innovative Education 



Your Brain 
on Spoken Facts

(Jiang Xu et al., NeuroImage, 2014)



Your Brain on Stories

(Christopher J. Honey et al., Journal of Neuroscience, 2012)









Challenges Inspire Innovation 
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