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• How would you describe young learners?

• Write down in the chatbox all the adjectives you can think of that 
describe the characteristics of young learners. 

Let’s begin… 



Children are:
• Energetic and physically active
• Spontaneous and not afraid to speak 

out or participate
• Curious and receptive to new ideas
• Imaginative and enjoy make-believe
• Easily distracted and have short 

attention spans
• Egocentric and relate new ideas to 

themselves
• Social and are learning to relate to 

others

Characteristics of Young Learners…



• Children learn by doing and interacting with the 
environment

“I hear, and I forget. I see, and I remember. 
I do, and I understand.” (Confucius)

• Children need support and scaffolding by the teacher 

Children construct knowledge through other people, more 
specifically through interaction with adults or more competent 

peers. (Vygotsky 1962)

How Children Learn



Preoperational Stage: Children…
• are 2 – 7 years old
• show intelligence through 

strides they make in language 
development

• are extremely egocentric and 
have difficulty seeing things 
from another’s perspective

• develop memory and 
imagination

• do not think logically 

Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development



Concrete Operational Stage: 
Children…
• are 7 – 11 years old
• show intelligence through logical 

and organized thought related to 
concrete objects 

• are less egocentric but still have a 
tendency to relate new ideas to 
themselves and their immediate 
surroundings

• can reverse their thinking through 
reasoning 

Piaget’s Stages of 
Cognitive Development



A lesson is like a road trip that requires a map: the final destination or 
goal cannot be reached without carefully planning each stop along the 
way. 
A lesson plan is the map. 
The steps in a lesson plan help learners reach lesson objectives, which 
are the final destination of the trip teachers and students are taking 
together, successfully.

Effective teaching begins with a lesson plan 



A good lesson plan includes six basic steps recognized as the 
standard for effective language instruction: Warm Up, Present, 
Practice, Apply, Extend, and Wrap Up.

Stages of a Lesson



Practice focuses on students first efforts to use the new language. For 
young learners, especially beginners, the practice is guided, meaning  that 
the students are given the structures and vocabulary needed to produce 
the language; they are not yet expected to create the language 
independently. Of course, the goal is to give learners plenty of 
opportunities to try out the new language.    

Practice





Practice: Song - Video 1



Practice: Song - Video 2



“Teaching Young Learners English” Kang Shin and Crandall. 2014



“Teaching Young Learners English” Kang Shin and Crandall. 2014



Applying the new language in a communicative context is a natural step 
after practice, because it encourages students to act more independently 
with the language they have practiced previously with more guidance and 
support.

At this stage students should be able to use the 
new language in a realistic context and to 
personalize the language with respect to their 
own lives. 

Application further develops students’ abilities 
to use language communicatively.

Apply & Extend



• Create interest in the task
ü Use engaging activities
ü Be enthusiastic about the task

• Simplify the task
ü Break tasks down into steps

• Keep children on task
ü Have a tangible purpose and goal
ü Praise, encourage, remind, give suggestions

• Model the task
ü Clearly show your expectations and the ideal end product

Projects









Project: Video 1



Benefits of projects

1. Student-Centered Learning

2. Create Critical Thinkers

3. Promote Integration of Subjects

4. Promote Social Learning

5. Presents a Larger Scope of 
Learning Opportunities

6. Provides a Setting for Individual 
Strengths to Bloom



Strong teaching is not about just teaching content; Google has 
content. Strong teaching connects learning in ways that inspire 

kids to learn more and strive for greatness. 
Ed Jensen
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