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Today’s Agenda
§ Why is school readiness important?

§ What is ‘school readiness’?

§ Examples and activities

§ Q&A



What is ‘school readiness’?
§ What does this mean to you?



Industry descriptors

https://www.aedc.gov.au/

https://www.aedc.gov.au/


https://www.aedc.gov.au/ AEDC National Report 2018, page 8

https://www.aedc.gov.au/


School readiness is the 
appropriate development of:
§ Physical skills

§ Gross motor skills & fine motor skills

§ Coordination and balance



§ Socio-emotional skills

§ Self-care and emotional management

§ Working with others

School readiness is the 
appropriate development of:



§ Cognitive skills

§ Spatial awareness, reasoning, etc.

§ Language and numeracy skills

School readiness is the 
appropriate development of:



What is ‘appropriate development’ ?
§ US CDC Developmental Milestones
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html


Bigger picture
§ “School readiness includes the readiness of the 

individual child, the school’s readiness for children, 
and the ability of the family and community to 
support optimal early child development.”

American Academy of Pediatrics, “School Readiness”, Williams & Lerner, 2019
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/144/2/e20191766

https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/144/2/e20191766


What impact does this have?
§ “Investing in early childhood education is a solution 

that creates upward mobility by ensuring all children 
have the opportunity to build foundations for long-
term success in life.  …  The benefits of high-quality 
programs from birth through age five do not end with 
one child, but instead extend to their entire family, 
now and in the years to come.”

First Five Years Fund, https://www.ffyf.org/why-it-matters/lifelong-gains/

https://www.ffyf.org/why-it-matters/lifelong-gains/


"A teacher affects eternity; he 
can never tell where his 
influence stops"

Henry Adams



guess the school readiness skill!

§ Take a look at a page from a Student Book

§ What school readiness skill does this develop?

§ REMEMBER: Welcome to Our World 2nd edition:
level 1 = 3-4 y.o.      level 2 = 4-5 y.o.     level 3 = 5-6 y.o.

Let’s play…



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Student Book pages 6-7



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Lesson Planner



§ Making name tags or labels

WordArt



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Student Book pages 32-33



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Student Book pages 36-37



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Activity Book pages 19-20



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 1, Lesson Planner



Learning how to learn
§ Help students pick up a good learning process

§ Clarity and consistency of instruction helps 
learners know what to do and how to learn

- fewer surprises, more ‘ready’ to learn

§ Three-step teaching routines



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition
Lesson Planner front matter



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2, Worksheet 1.2



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 3, Student Book page 26 & 52



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 3, Lesson Planner



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 3, Lesson Planner



Kahoot!



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2 & 3, Activity Book



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2 & 3, Activity Book



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2 & 3, Activity Book



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2 & 3, Activity Book



Welcome to Our World 2nd edition, Level 2 & 3, Activity Book



Review
§ School readiness is …



Be the expert!
§ Be a very young learner expert – learn as much as 

you can!

§ Remember that there is a lot more going on than 
language learning

§ You will know more than many parents about 
these topics
- Advise and support them when you can
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