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• What are we aiming to assess when we assess young 
learners’ writing? 
• Why are the benefits of exploiting coursebook material?
• How can we exploit?

Today we will look at



Typical features of writing:
• the message (task)
• grammar 
• vocabulary 
• organization 
• neatness /legibility 
• length 
• complexity/length of sentences
• appropriacy to reader

Are all of these appropriate to young learners? Why? / Why not?

What are we aiming to assess in writing?



Which features can we assess in YLs?
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• Familiarity 
• Already levelled/ selected/ created by experienced 

team
• Repetition is good for success and to embed learning
•Helps them see relevance of vocabulary and 

grammar learning
• Teaching transferable skills

Why use coursebook material?



1. Decide need or purpose
2. Decide criteria
3. Share purpose and criteria
4. Allow oral planning
5. Share ideas across class
6. Students do task
7. Assess according to agree criteria only
8. Students have opportunity to repeat either for 2nd

assessment OR for portfolio

Process



Focus on: audience

Activity
Write a 2-line  dialogue

Assess
Linking sense (coherence)
Ability to improve

How can we use: vocabulary activities?



Focus on: creating stories

Activity:
Make detached sentences into a story 

Assess:
Orthography
Order of information

How can we use: grammar activities?



How can we use: reading activities?
Focus on Integrated Skills: reading into writing

Activity
Write notes -> convert to sentences
Put in order
Check with another pair – can they add/rewrite?

Assess
Speed
Ordering
Completeness/extension



Focus on Integrated Skills: listening 
into writing

Activity
Act out to embed
Write instructions

Assess
Clarity
Ordering
Completeness

How can we use: listening activities?



Focus on Integrated skills: speaking into 
writing

Activity
Poem

Assess
Enthusiasm
Collaboration
No of attempts
Use of wider knowledge

How can we use: speaking activities?



Focus on: context

Activity
Write ‘regret’ story

Assess
Logic
Linking
Speed?

How can we use functional language?



What can we assess?
Criterion Suitable for Young Learners? Best for …

grammar ✔ discrete sentences

vocabulary ✔ discrete sentences

task completion/message ✔✔ messages/emails

organisation ✔✔ stories, dialogues

appropriate to reader ✔✔ messages/emails

complexity ✔ descriptions, points of view

legibility ✔ ✔ ✔ short writing tasks in early years

punctuation ✔ ✔ ✔ short writing tasks, emails

Speed of tackling task ✔ ✔ ✔ organisation focus

Number of attempts ✔ ✔ ✔ audience focus

Ability/willingness to improve ✔ ✔ ✔ integrated tasks

attitude/behaviour ✔ ✔ ✔ all

Use of wider knowledge ✔ ✔ ✔ context focus; audience focus



ØThink about timing of writing assessment after original activity
ØAllow planning time
ØAlways prepare orally (e.g. in class or pairs)
ØGive ‘improvement’ chances BEFORE writing – orally or written
ØAgree with learners what you are going to assess
ØGive repeat success chances after first writing attempt
ØFeedback holistically: focus on writing purpose

Summary: 
using coursebook materials for assessing writing
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